
LAKE COUNTY PLANNING 

505 Harrison Avenue, P. O. Box 513, Leadville, CO 80461 

Phone #719-486-2875   Fax 719-486-4179 

SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION 

Date Received:   Fee:   Check #:  File #: 

 

One copy of each of the following items must be submitted in addition to this application form: 

(Requests for signs within the Scenic Conservation Overlay zone will require additional submittal copies) 

• The current deed for the subject property: 

• A detailed site plan (drawn to scale) which identifies the location of the proposed sign (to include distances from property lines, 

setbacks and height); 

• A fully dimensioned drawing of the proposed sign, identifying all words and graphics to appear on the sign (identify 

construction materials and method of illumination) 

 

The Land Use Office will review this request relative to the requirements of the Lake County Land Development Code.   

The Building Department will issue the actual sign permit and may require additional construction information to evaluate your request. 

I/We, the undersigned, being the owner(s) of property situated in Lake County, State of Colorado, as described on the 

attached legal description, do hereby petition for this land use & development application. 

 

Name of Business:                

 

Street Address:                

 

Common Location:                

 

General Aliquot Description/Location:            

 

Current Zoning:          Acres:       

                

 

Property Owner:                

   (Legal property owner is the owner of record on the date of the submittal.) 

 

Address/Zip:                 

 

Phone:                 

 

Business Owner:                

 

Address/Zip:                 

 

Phone:                 

 

Please indicate the Primary Contact Person for this Application:  Property Owner / Business Owner  

 

We further acknowledge that we have familiarized ourselves with the rules and regulations with respect to the preparation 

of this submittal, that the foregoing information is true and correct to the best of our knowledge, and that we assume the 

responsibility to monitor the status of this Application and the Review Sheet comments.  We recognize that we ourselves, or 

our representative(s), must be present at all hearings.  In the event that the petitioner is not represented, the item may be 

dropped from the agenda and an additional fee will be charged to cover the re-scheduling expenses before it can be placed 

on the agenda again.  Submission of the Application constitutes a grant of permission for Lake County Review Boards, Staff 

and Agencies to enter the subject property during working hours and conduct such site investigations as they deem 

necessary. 

 

                

Signature of Person Completing this Application      Date 

 

                

Signature Owner(s)         Date 

 

 

Land Use Office Approval:    

                

   Approval Signature/Title     Date 



3.14 SIGN PERMITS 

3.14.1 Application Filing.  Applications for sign permit review shall be made to the Land Use Department.  Upon 

payment of the required application fee and the submission of the required application materials, the Land 

Use Department shall decide, on the basis of the Approval Criteria in Section 6.14, whether to issue a sign 

permit, whether to deny the permit, or whether to refer the permit application to the Planning Commission 

because the sign would be located in as Scenic Conservation Overlay (SCO) district. 

3.14.2 Submittal Requirements.  Applications for a sign permit shall include a legible drawing showing all 

dimensions of the area and a site plan showing the location, setbacks, height, appearance, construction 

materials and sign area of all proposed signs and sign alterations, and such other information as the Land 

Use Department may deem necessary for adequate review of the appearance and impacts of the sign.  

3.14.3 Signs in SCO District.  The Planning Commission shall review all sign applications for a sign to be located in 

a Scenic Conservation Overlay District.  All signs to be located in a SCO District must conform with the 

requirements of that district.   

3.14.4 Approval Criteria.  In acting on an application for a sign permit, the decision-making body shall approve the 

application only if it finds: 

A) That the location, character and other features of the proposed sign are consistent with the applicable 

provisions of this Code. 

B) That the size, location, and appearance of the sign will not cause danger to the safety of the motoring public. 

3.14.5 Appeals.  Any person denied a sign permit by the County Chief Building Official may appeal that decision to 

the Board of Adjustment within 30 days of the denial.  The Planning Commission shall review and make 

recommendations to the Board of Adjustment on all sign permit appeals.  All Board of Adjustment decisions 

regarding the issuance of sign permits shall be recorded in the minutes of the Board of Adjustment and the 

County Chief Building Official shall promptly issue such sign permits as the Board of Adjustment authorizes. 

 

6.14 SIGNS 

6.14.1 General Provisions 

A) Permit Requirement.  No  sign or outdoor advertising device shall be erected, altered or moved unless such 

sign conforms to the regulations contained within this Code and unless a permit for such sign has been 

issued by Lake County, or such sign is expressly exempted from the provisions of this Code. 

B) Relationship to Other Regulations.   

1) Nothing in this Code shall be construed as exempting an applicant for a sign permit from any other 

requirements of Lake County or from other State of Colorado or federal laws, regulations or 

requirements including but not limited to those contained within: 

a) C.R.S. Title 43, Article 1; 

b) The Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Outdoor Advertising  promulgated by the Colorado 

Department of Highways on January 1, 1982, as amended; and 

c) All interim, final and amended Tourist-Oriented Directional Signs rules and regulations adopted 

by the Colorado Department of Highways. 

2) To the extent that a) the requirements of this Section 6.14 differ from any other applicable 

requirements of this Code or with the Colorado Department of Highways rules and regulations cited 

above, and (b) the State of Colorado has not expressly preempted authority to regulate in such areas, 

the more restrictive requirements shall apply. 

 

6.14.2 Exemptions.  The following types of signs shall be exempt from the provisions of this regulation and shall 

not require the issuance of a permit: 

A) Signs required or authorized for a public purpose by law. 

B) Signs with a surface area of 4 square feet or less, with no more than one such sign posted on the frontage 

and no more than 2 such signs to be placed on the lot or parcel except that warning of prohibited activities 

such as trespassing, hunting, fishing, or swimming may be posted in greater number. 

C) Signs erected in a public right-of-way by a public agency to control, direct or inform traffic or pedestrians. 

D) Cornerstones, monuments, commemorative tablets and historical signs of not more than 24 square feet. 

E) Decorative signs incidental and customary and commonly associated with national, local and religious 

holidays and celebrations provided that such signs shall be displayed for a period of not more than 60 days 

nor more than 60 days in one year. 

F) Traffic control signs.  

G) Any interior sign or advertisement that may or may not be visible from the outside. 

H) Temporary signs where the total sign area does not exceed 32 square feet. 

 

 

 



6.14.3 Sign Standards and Requirements 

A) Prohibited Signs.  The following types of signs shall be prohibited in all zoning districts: 

1) Signs that are not securely affixed to any structure or securely mounted or not constructed or installed 

to withstand substantial snow and wind loading. 

2) Signs mounted, attached or painted on motor vehicles, trailers, boats or other mobile fixtures when 

such signs are used as additional advertising devices on or near a business premises. 

3) Signs with search lights, revolving beacons, flashing lights or with any type of animation or intermittent 

lighting effects except standardized traffic control and aircraft directional equipment.  

4) Any sign designed to emit sounds. 

5) All signs located in a public right-of-way, other than traffic-control devices. 

6) Signs designed so as to resemble public signs and devices controlling traffic movement. 

7) Roof-mounted signs that project above the highest point of a roof line or fascia of a building. 

8) Archway signs across any public right-of-way unless such signs indicate clearly in lettering highly visible 

to motor vehicle operators that the roadway is a public right-of-way and if a county road, stating the 

county road number. 

9) Signs attached to a building and projecting a perpendicular distance of more than 3 feet from the wall 

of the building. 

10) Signs attached to a building and projecting in parallel a distance of more than 3 feet from the wall of 

the building. 

11) Signs announcing a proposed development prior to the granting of Final Plat approval(s) for such 

development by Lake County. 

12) Signs of more than 4 square feet identifying a home occupation. 

13) Signs with metallic surfaces that reflect light in a dangerous or intense manner. 

14) Signs attached to any tree or utility pole. 

B) Illumination.   

1) Internally illuminated signs shall be allowed in the IM, B, and CI zoning districts, and shall be prohibited 

in all other zoning districts. 

2) Except as listed above, signs shall be illuminated only from the exterior and shall be constructed of 

opaque material that prevents passage of the illumination to another side of the sign. Illuminated signs 

shall have the illumination source shielded from public rights-of-way and from residential uses and 

lodging facilities. 

3) Nothing in this illumination provision nor any other provision of these sign regulations shall be 

construed as prohibiting signs illuminated from the exterior with tubes of neon or other electrically 

charged inert gasses. 

C) Planned Unit Developments (PUDs).  Signs located or to be located within a PUD shall conform with the 

provisions of this code except when differing sign provisions are incorporated in the development plan for 

the PUD and approved as a part of the development plan by the Board of County Commissioners. 

D) Construction and Maintenance.  All signs and sign structures shall be well constructed from materials of 

sufficient strength and quality to withstand premature weathering or deterioration by wind, moisture and 

other natural elements and shall be maintained at all times in a state of good repair with all braces, bolts, 

clips, supporting framework, fastenings and lettering and design work free from deterioration, insect 

damage, rot, rust, loosening or excess peeling. 

The County Building Inspector shall have the authority to order the repair, alteration or removal of any sign 

which constitutes a hazard to health, safety or property.  In the event that such a sign has not been 

removed, altered or repaired within 30 days after written notification by the County Building Inspector, the 

Board of County Commissioners shall have the authority to remove said sign at the expense of the owner 

of the property on which the sign is located. 

  E) On-site Signs.  In the IM, B, and CI zoning districts, except as otherwise noted in this Code, the following 

on-site signs shall be permitted:  

1) General Business Identification Signs.   

a) In R zoning districts, one or more identification signs, including fascia signs, per use by right or 

approved conditional use, provided the surface area of all such signs on a single lot or 

development does not exceed 50 square feet if the speed limit on the public street in front of 

such use is 35 mph or less;  and does not exceed 64 square feet if the speed limit on the public 

street in front of such use is greater than 35 mph, except that home occupation signs shall not 

exceed 4 square feet. 

b) In AF, AR, and RC zoning districts, one or more identification signs, including fascia signs, per use 

by right or approved conditional use, provided 1) that the surface area of all such signs on a single 

lot or property does not exceed 100 square feet, and 2) no individual sign exceeds 50 square feet 

if the speed limit on the public street in front of such use is 35 mph or less;  and does not exceed 



64 square feet if the speed limit on the public street in front of such use is greater than 35 mph, 

except that home occupation signs shall not exceed 4 square feet. 

c) In IM, B, and CI zoning districts, on-site signs except that no use by right or conditional use in such 

districts shall be denied one or more identification signs, including fascia signs, of at least 50 

square feet, except that home occupation signs shall not exceed 4 square feet. 

d) In IM, B, and CI zoning districts and in all other zoning districts where such signs would face onto 

a State or Federal highway, the following on-site signs shall be permitted in addition to the signs 

allowed above: 

i) Individual businesses located on a corner lot shall be allowed one sign per each frontage 

abutting a public street at the rate of one square foot of sign area per one linear foot of street 

frontage up to a maximum of 100 square feet. 

ii) Each use shall be entitled to a sign area of 50 square feet at a minimum. Such sign area may 

be increased at the rate of one square foot of sign area per each linear foot of street frontage 

in excess of 50 linear feet up to a maximum of 100 square feet of sign area. Uses with a lease 

or rental area in excess of 100,000 square feet shall be permitted a maximum of 200 square 

feet of sign area per wall area visible to a public right-of-way. 

iii) One freestanding identification sign per street frontage shall be allowed to identify individual 

businesses, or individual uses in shopping centers or business, commercial and industrial 

parks provided such signs do not extend more than 15 feet above ground level and provided 

that the surface area of such signs does not exceed one square foot of sign area per each 3 

feet of linear street frontage to a maximum of 200 square feet per sign.  

iv) One directory sign shall be allowed identifying individual businesses within a shopping center 

or business, commercial or industrial park per entrance, provided that the surface area of 

such sign does not exceed 75 percent of the area of the identification sign for the center or 

park. 

v) No on-site sign located in any zoning district shall be more than 30 feet high, nor extend more 

than 30 feet above the surface of the roadway(s) it is intended to serve. See also 6.14.3 F) on 

height limitations of off-premise signs. 

2) Signs advertising the sale of products produced or raised on the premise in the RUR and AF zone 

districts, provided that the total number of signs does not exceed 4, that they are not illuminated and 

provided that the total surface area of such signs does not exceed 40 square feet nor the surface area 

of any one sign exceed 20 square feet. 

3) Identification signs for residential developments in the UR and RM zone districts, provided that only 

one sign shall be allowed for each subdivision entrance, the surface area of such sign shall not exceed 

50 square feet if the speed limit on the public street in front of such use is 35 mph or less; and shall 

not exceed 64 square feet if the speed limit on the public street in front of such use is greater than 35 

mph, the maximum height of such signs shall not, except for archway signs, exceed 10  feet in  height, 

and such signs shall not be located closer than 10 feet from rights-of-way. 

1) One identification sign per model home within an approved subdivision, provided that the surface area 

each sign does not exceed 25 square feet and such signs shall be required to meet the minimum yard 

setback requirements of the zoning district in which they are located.   

2) Directional signs are allowed and not counted as part of the total sign area allowed per individual use 

or per shopping center, business, commercial or industrial park provided that the total number of signs 

shall not exceed 4 and provided that the surface area of each sign does not exceed 20 square feet. 

Directional signs shall not be required to meet minimum yard setback requirements of the district in 

which they are located, but shall be placed to avoid impairing traffic flow or visibility at intersections. 

3) Portable Signs: 

a) The sign must not be larger than 3 feet in width and 5 feet in height. 

b) The sign must be placed on the same property where the business is located. 

c) The sign must be maintained in good repair at all times. 

d) The sign must be removed and stored inside when the business or activity being advertised by the 

sign is not open. 

e) If placed on a sidewalk, the sign must be located on the curb side of the sidewalk but shall not 

extend over the curb; nor shall such sign obstruct the natural flow of pedestrian travel, or shall it 

be placed in such a manner or location where it impedes motor vehicle operator visibility of 

pedestrians or of the vehicles along the existing sight angles at intersections. 

f) Each business or activity shall be limited to one portable sign. 

g) The sign must be adequately secured to the ground or a stable object to prevent the sign from 

moving or blowing over in high winds or other forces.  

 



4) Temporary On-Site Signs Permitted.   

a) Temporary "for sale," "for rent" and "for lease" signs provided that the total surface area of all 

such signs on a property so advertised shall not exceed 32 square feet. All such signs shall maintain 

a 10 foot setback from all property lines.  

b) Temporary advertising signs for the sale, rental or lease of dwelling units under construction or 

approved for construction provided that no more than one sign is erected adjacent to each access 

street to the subdivision and providing that the surface area of each sign does not exceed 50 

square feet and its height does not exceed 10 feet. 

b) Temporary external promotional signs and displays shall be allowed in all zoning districts except 

UR and RM and excluding home occupations, provided the total surface area of such temporary 

signs does not exceed 100 square feet, and such signs are in place for no more than 30 consecutive 

days. 

d) Each temporary sign permit will be valid for 6 months from the date of issuance. 

e) Temporary signs and displays meeting these requirements shall be permitted as provided in 

Section 3.14 of this Code. 

  F) Off-premise Signs.  Off-premise signs are permitted in all zoning districts to identify uses or services 

oriented to highway travelers, to provide directional signs for emergency services, and as advertising signs, 

provided such signs meet the following criteria: 

   1) The uses or services for highway travelers, emergency services or advertising shall be located partially 

or entirely in Lake County. 

   2) Each use or service shall be limited to one off-premise sign per highway approach. 

   3) The off-premise sign shall not be more than 10 feet high nor extent more than 20 feet above ground 

level nor be more than 64 square feet in sign area. 

   4) The minimum distance between off-premise signs shall not be less than 660 linear feet.  

   5) The off-premise sign shall not be located along a designated state or federal scenic byway. 

  G) Signs Located in Airport Protection Overlay Districts.  All signs to be located in an established Airport 

Protection Overlay district shall conform to the special height and other requirements and provisions of 

that district. 

  H) Signs Located in a Scenic Conservation Overlay District.  All signs to be located in a Scenic Conservation 

Corridor Overlay district must conform to the requirements of that district. Applications for a permit for a 

sign in a Scenic Conservation Overlay district must be reviewed and approved in accordance with the 

procedures described in Section 3.14 prior to a decision to issue a sign permit. 

6.14.4 Measurement of Signs.  In measuring the area of signs, the structure or bracing of the sign shall be omitted 

from the measurement unless such structure or bracing is made part of the message or face of the sign. In 

determining the surface area of a sign, the County Building Inspector shall measure the smallest single 

continuous perimeter enclosing the extreme limits of the display surface(s) of the sign including borders 

and nonstructural trim. 

 

 

 


