
3809.03:  Accessory Apartments 
 
A. Where Permitted:  Accessory apartments are allowed as a permitted use only in single-family dwelling units in 

County zoning districts as specified in Figure 3-2, and may be permitted in a PUD as an allowed use if such use 
is requested as part of the creation or modification of a PUD per the zoning amendment process.  Accessory 
apartments are also permitted in single-family dwelling development in the antiquated zoning districts remaining 
in effect, including but not limited to the RME and R-25 zoning districts.  Permitted accessory apartments shall 
be evaluated per the Class 2 development review process outlined in Section 12000 et seq. 

B. Detached Historic Structures:  If an applicant is requesting an accessory apartment in a detached historic 
structure as provided for in this section, the Review Authority must find that the detached accessory apartment 
meets the criteria to determine the historic nature of the structure as outlined in Section 3809.03.M.1.A. and the 
related requirements in Sections 3809.03.M. et seq. 

C. Not Allowed in Duplex or Multi-Family Dwellings:  Accessory apartments are not allowed in duplex dwellings 
or multi-family dwellings. 

D. Other Requirements:  Accessory apartments shall conform to the requirements of this section and the other 
applicable requirements of this Code.  An accessory apartment shall not be allowed on the same parcel as a 
caretaker unit. 

E. Use of Primary and Accessory Units 
1. General:  Either the accessory apartment or the primary residence shall be restricted to long-term rental to 

persons employed within Summit County a minimum of 30 hours per week or Long-term occupancy by 
relatives of the property owner.  Long-term rental shall mean for a period of at least six consecutive (6) 
months as the sole residence of the occupant.  Short-term rental of the restricted unit on the property is 
expressly prohibited, and the property owner shall not be permitted to occupy the restricted unit.  Rental 
Procedures for Primary and Accessory Units: 
a. At such time that an approved unit becomes vacant, the property owner must immediately make 

reasonable good faith efforts to rent the unit to a qualified occupant.  For purposes of this section, a 
qualified occupant is defined as persons residing and employed in the County a minimum of 30 hours 
per week. 

b. In the event that the County discovers the unit is not being rented according to the requirements of this 
section, the property owner shall have 90 days to lease the unit to a qualified occupant, and submit a 
copy of such lease to the County along with the names of the current tenants and their places of 
employment, or show cause as to why such unit has not been leased in accordance with these regulations. 

c. If the property owner is unable to lease the unit to a qualified occupant within 90 days, for good cause 
shown, the property owner shall contact the Summit Combined Housing Authority to request assistance 
with finding a qualified occupant to lease the unit.  The property owner shall be allowed reasonable, 
good faith discretion in determining if any prospective tenants are suitable, provided that such discretion 
is not exercised intentionally or inadvertently in a manner to circumvent the intent of these regulations.  
However, in making such determination, no discrimination in terms of race, creed, gender, sexual 
orientation or other protected classifications will be tolerated. 

d. Any accessory apartment not properly leased in accordance with these requirements shall be deemed a 
violation of the accessory apartment approval and a breach of the covenant restricting the unit.  The 
County shall have the ability to pursue any and all remedies necessary to enforce the requirements of 
this Section, including revocation of the accessory apartment approval, and the County shall be entitled 
to all costs, including reasonable attorney's fees, incurred in enforcing the same. 

2. Recordation of Covenant:  All permits issued for an accessory apartment shall include the requirement that 
the property owner record a covenant restricting the use and occupancy of the property in accordance with 
the requirements outlined in this section.  The covenant shall grant enforcement power to Summit County or 
an authorized designee. 

F. Location and Design 
1. Where allowed in County zoning districts, an accessory apartment shall be either (1) incorporated into the 

primary residence on the property; (2) located above a garage serving the primary residence; (3) incorporated 
into a barn serving agricultural uses only where a barn is permitted by the provisions of this Code; or (4) 
located in an existing detached structure, provided the structure meets the historic criteria outlined in Section 
3809.03.M.1.  An accessory apartment shall have a separate kitchen and may have a separate entrance from 
that of the residence with which it is associated.  To ensure the single-family character of neighborhoods is 
retained, the following design elements shall be met for accessory apartments: 



a. Entrances:  An accessory unit may have a separate entrance from that of the residence with which it is 
associated, however if the unit is located above a detached garage, an outside stairway shall not be 
allowed in order to preserve the single-family appearance of the neighborhood. 

b. Roof Lines:  If the accessory unit is not located within the primary dwelling unit and located either 
above the garage or above a barn, then the roof design of the detached structure shall be similar to the 
primary dwelling unit’s design in terms of roof pitch and roofing materials. 

c. Building Materials:  The building materials used in conjunction with the additional unit shall be of the 
same type and color scheme as contained in the primary dwelling unit. 

d. Landscaping:  All parking areas provided in conjunction with the accessory use shall be landscaped to 
buffer the parking area from surrounding land uses, with the final landscaping reviewed and approved 
on-site prior to the issuance of a CO to help mitigate the potential negative visual impacts of the 
additional parking.  Where landscaping is required, a financial guarantee shall be presented to the 
County prior to receiving a CO per the financial guarantee provisions listed in Section 3600 et seq. 

e. Detached Garages and Barns:  Accessory apartments located above detached garages and barns are 
only allowed on lots equal to or greater than 20,000 square feet.  Accessory apartments in barns are 
only allowed if such a structure is permitted by the underlying zoning district.  An accessory apartment 
over a garage or barn is allowed only if such improvement does not extend beyond the basic footprint 
of such structures.  Cantilevering or extending the accessory apartment beyond the footprint of a barn 
or a garage is not permitted except for minor encroachments outside of this footprint for bay windows, 
roof eaves, chimneys, and other similar appurtenances as may be approved by the Review Authority.  
A garage shall not be expanded by a storage area, shop or other similar addition to allow for more floor 
area for the accessory apartment above so that the building’s mass and the character of the area are 
maintained. 

f. Number of Bedrooms:  The number of bedrooms shall be limited to a maximum of three (3) bedrooms. 
g. Building Form:  Primary structures which include an accessory apartment shall be designed so that the 

exterior resembles a single-family residence and shall not be designed in a manner where the exterior 
resembles a duplex design (i.e., a structure containing two identical, side-by-side dwelling units with 
two entry doors on the front façade). 

G. Number of Units Allowed 
In zoning districts where accessory apartments are permitted, no more than one (1) accessory apartment shall be 
permitted on each parcel. 

H. Size of Units Allowed 
1. Where accessory apartments are permitted, the floor area in the accessory apartment shall not exceed 1,000 

square feet.  In calculating the floor area of an accessory apartment to determine compliance with this section, 
any garage space associated with the accessory apartment shall be excluded. 

2. Detached accessory apartments that meet the historic criteria outlined in Section 3809.03.M.1 can be larger than 
1,000 square feet, and have more than three (3) bedrooms, if they are located on parcels 20 acres or greater and 
zoned A-1. 

I. Water and Sewer 
1. Central Water and Sewer:  If a proposed accessory apartment is located within an area served by central 

water and sewer, the property owner shall pay additional water and sewer tap fees or other charges for an 
accessory apartment if so required by the supplier of the water and sewer service.  Such tap fees and any 
charges shall be paid prior to the issuance of a building permit for an accessory apartment. 

2. Well Water:  When an accessory apartment is proposed to be served by a well, the applicant shall identify 
the source they propose to use for the provision of water and, if water augmentation, water leasing or some 
other legal form of additional water right for the apartment in necessitated, the applicant shall also provide 
written confirmation from the entity to provide water that the water augmentation will occur.  If a proposed 
accessory apartment does not have an existing water right (as evidenced by a valid well permit, or court 
approved water augmentation plan), any approval of an accessory apartment that will provide water by a well 
shall include a condition that, prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall submit either: 1) 
a final court decreed water augmentation plan; 2) a water lease; or, 3) some other legal document providing 
evidence of additional water right for the apartment. 

3. Individual Sewage Disposal System:  When an accessory apartment is proposed to be served by an ISDS 
system, the County’s Public Health Department shall provide referral comments on the application, which 
may include specific requirements to ensure a site can accommodate an ISDS.  If the Public Health Dept. 
determines that a site can most likely accommodate the necessary ISDS and any other related requirements, 



then an ISDS permit will need to be obtained prior to the issuance of a building permit. 
J. Parking 

Each accessory apartment shall be provided with parking in accordance with County parking requirements (see 
Figure 3-7).  Parking for the accessory apartment shall be provided only in a designated, paved or graveled area 
and shall not exceed two spaces.  However, if the size of an accessory apartment would allow three (3) people to 
occupy the unit in accordance with Section 3809.03.L. then a maximum of three parking spaces shall be allowed.  
Parking may be tandem, (outside or in a garage) and no administrative relief from the parking requirements is 
necessary to allow the tandem parking. 

K. Compliance with Building and Fire Codes 
Where an applicant is requesting a Class 1 permit for an accessory apartment and the apartment was in existence 
prior to 1988, the unit shall be inspected and shall comply with applicable requirements of the Building and Fire 
Codes prior to occupancy of the accessory apartment.  The Review Authority may add a condition that an existing 
accessory apartment be brought into compliance with the applicable Building Code and Fire Code by a date 
certain, not to exceed one (1) year after the date of any approval.  If this condition is not met, the Review 
Authority’s approval shall be void. 

L. Impact on Neighborhood and Findings for Approval 
1. An accessory apartment shall be established and occupied in a manner that preserves the residential character 

of the neighborhood where it is located.  To reach this intent, the total occupancy of the accessory apartment 
and the primary unit shall meet all the requirements of the definition of family as outlined in Chapter 15 with 
the exception that an accessory apartment may not be occupied by more than three (3) individuals, regardless 
of their relationship (limited to one (1) person per 300 square feet). 

2. An accessory apartment, which is located in a detached historic structure and is larger than 1,000 square feet, 
may have one (1) additional occupant per 300 square feet, up to a maximum of five (5) occupants, provided 
the structure is located on a parcel 20 acres or greater, and zoned A-1. 

3. All other restrictions of this Code, including animal restrictions, shall apply as if to one (1) single-family 
dwelling. For example, if the zoning district restricts a single-family dwelling to two (2) dogs, the dwelling 
and the accessory apartment combined shall not have more than two (2) dogs. 

4. The Review Authority may approve an accessory apartment only if the application meets all relevant 
regulations and standards set forth in Section 3809.03 et seq. and provided the Review Authority makes the 
following findings: 
a. The proposed accessory apartment is in harmony and compatible with surrounding land uses and the 

neighborhood, and would not create a substantial adverse impact on adjacent properties or on services 
and infrastructure. 

b. Approval of the proposed accessory apartment would not result in excessively high activity levels or 
intensity of uses (i.e. traffic, noise, parking) within the neighborhood. 

M. Detached Accessory Apartments 
Purpose and Intent:  Detached older structures used as accessory apartments can provide benefits.  Such use can 
provide for affordable or local housing that is compatible with the surrounding neighborhood, complements 
community character, is of good quality, and integrated into free-market housing.  Permitting older detached 
structures and using them as accessory apartments can encourage their rehabilitation, preserve the County’s 
heritage and promote the preservation of structures that might have architectural, historical or cultural 
significance.  Moreover, enhancement of property values and the stabilization of historic neighborhoods, farms, 
ranches and sites can be achieved. 
1. Proof of Historic Nature of Detached Accessory Apartments 

Proof of Historic Nature:  An applicant must provide proof of the historic nature of a proposed detached 
structure for use as an accessory apartment; criteria to determine the historic nature of the structure are as 
follows: 
a. The structure was built prior to 1960; had previously been or is currently being used as a residence; the 

original, distinctive character is well preserved; and the integrity of setting and materials is retained.  
Determination as to the date the proposed structure was built and used as a place of residence shall be 
based on conclusive evidence.  Conclusive evidence can be provided through a combination of at least 
two (2) of the following: 
1. County Assessor data. 
2. Historic records provided by the applicant. 
3. Dated photographs (e.g., aerial or historical). 
4. Official designation on a national, state or local historic registry (e.g., National Register of Historic 



Places, Colorado State Register of Historic Properties, Summit County Historic Preservation 
Advisory Board, Summit Historic Society). 

5. Sworn affidavit from someone with personal knowledge of the property. 
6. Other evidence deemed credible by the Reviewing Authority. 

2. Alterations or Rehabilitation to Preserve Character 
Any proposed addition, alteration or rehabilitation to a detached accessory apartment shall generally preserve 
the original, distinctive character of the building and its site.  However, the Review Authority may allow for 
reasonable changes of the original, distinctive character if such change is being caused by the application of 
applicable Code requirements, including but not limited to Building Code and Fire Code requirements. 

3. Additional Submittal Requirements 
In addition to the requirements contained in Section 3809.03, a request for a detached accessory apartment 
shall also be subject to the following requirements: 
a. Presubmittal Meeting:  A presubmittal meeting shall be held jointly between a project proponent and 

the Planning and Building Departments prior to submittal of an application for a detached accessory 
apartment per the provisions of Section 12000 et seq.  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss issues 
that need to be addressed, appropriate building Code requirements and the review schedule. 

b. Building and Fire Code Reports:  A report or analysis regarding appropriate Building and Fire Code 
requirements shall be submitted by a Colorado licensed design professional.  The report or analysis shall 
indicate the potential need and extent of modifications necessary to the detached accessory apartment to 
make it habitable per the Building and Fire Codes. 

c. Narrative on How Original, Distinctive Character Will be Maintained:  A detailed narrative of how 
the owner will upgrade the appearance of the proposed detached accessory apartment to preserve the 
historical integrity and original, distinctive character of the existing building and site shall be submitted. 

N. Relationship to Previous Approvals for Accessory Apartments and Length of Validity 
The County’s previous approval of a permit for an accessory apartment is valid so long as the use is authorized 
under Figure 3-2 and so long as the accessory apartment continues to meet the specific conditions or requirements 
that were in force or specifically applied to the project by the County’s previous approval.  The Review 
Authority’s approval of an accessory apartment can be revoked in accordance with Section 12000.19. 

 
3809.04:  Housing for On-Site Employees 
 
A. Purpose and Intent 

Much of Summit County’s economy is tied to the ski industry in the wintertime and conference and convention 
business, outdoor recreation and construction in the summertime.  The work force employed in these industries 
is typically seasonal, with peak demand in the winter months.  Most of the jobs are in the service industry, which 
has a tradition of being lower paid.  At the same time, housing costs in the county tend to be high and choices on 
housing limited at certain times of the year.  Summit County’s economy also includes ranching, which employs 
a lower paid, seasonal work force.  It is the intent of the BOCC to encourage the provision of housing for on-site 
employees by allowing this use in zoning districts and in types of development projects where employees are to 
be expected.  Where housing for on-site employees is provided, it is the BOCC’s intent to insure that such housing 
is used for its intended purpose.  On-site employee housing is allowed in County zoning districts as specified in 
Section 3809.04.B. below and also as listed in Figure 3-2.  This section includes regulations on, and requirements 
for, the following types of housing for on-site employees:  
1. Caretaker units for on-site caretakers in agricultural areas and single-family developments. 
2. On-site employee housing for commercial/industrial businesses, multifamily residential developments, 

ranching and farming operations, and mining operations. 
3. Employee housing for ski resorts. 
On-site employee housing shall conform to the requirements of this section and the other applicable requirements 
of this Code. 

B. Types of Housing For On-Site Employees 
1. Caretaker Units for On-site Caretakers:  Caretaker units are residential dwelling units occupied by 

relatives or employees of the owner of the property where the unit is located, who provide security and/or 
caretaking services on the property.  Caretaker units are allowed as either a permitted or accessory use in 
County zoning districts as specified in Figure 3-2 and may be permitted in a PUD as an allowed use if such 
use is requested as a part of the creation or modification of a PUD per the zoning amendment process.  
Caretaker units are also permitted in single-family dwelling development in the antiquated zoning districts 



remaining in effect, including but not limited to the RME and R-25 zoning districts.  Caretaker units shall 
conform to the requirements of Section 3809.04.F. below and the other applicable requirements of this Code. 

2. On-site Employee Housing for: 
a. Commercial and Industrial Businesses:  An on-site employee housing unit for a commercial/industrial 

business is an accessory dwelling unit, located on the same property as the commercial or industrial 
business, which is used to house persons employed by the owner of that business.  On-site employee 
housing units for commercial and industrial businesses are permitted in County zoning districts that 
allow commercial and industrial development, as specified in Figure 3-2.  These units are also permitted 
in commercial and industrial developments in the antiquated zoning districts remaining in effect, 
including but not limited to the B-1 and B-3 zoning districts, and in PUDs where commercial or industrial 
development is allowed.  These on-site employee housing units can either be incorporated into a 
commercial/industrial building or located in a separate, freestanding structure on the same property as 
the commercial/industrial business. 

b. Multifamily Residential Developments:  An on-site employee housing unit for a multifamily 
residential development is a residential dwelling unit within a multifamily development, which is 
occupied by person(s) who provide on-site management and/or maintenance services for the 
development (i.e. building and landscape maintenance, housekeeping, etc.)  On-site employee housing 
units for multifamily residential developments are allowed as a permitted use in County zoning districts 
that allow multifamily development, as specified in Figure 3-2.  This type of employee housing unit is 
also permitted in multifamily developments in the antiquated zoning districts remaining in effect, 
including but not limited to the R-25 zoning district, and in PUDs where multifamily development is 
allowed. 

c. Ranching and Farming Operations:  On-site employee housing for ranching and farming operations 
are bunkhouses or hired hand quarters that are provided for temporary, seasonal harvesting crews on a 
farm or ranch property.  On-site employee housing for ranching and farming operations is allowed as a 
permitted use on A-1 zoned parcels of 35 acres or more and as a conditional use on A-1 zoned parcels 
less than 35 acres, provided the employee housing is accessory to an active ranching or farming 
operation. 

d. Active Mining/Milling Operations:  On-site employee housing is permitted as an accessory use to 
active mining/milling operations on parcels in the M-1, I-1 and A-1 zoning districts.  On-site employee 
housing for active mining/milling operations are limited to bunkhouses providing sleeping quarters for 
employees working for an active mining/milling operation on the property where the bunkhouse is 
located. 

3. Employee Housing for Ski Resorts:  The provisions for employee housing at each of the major ski areas 
located in the unincorporated area of the County are stated in the PUD designation for the ski resort (i.e. the 
Copper Mountain and Keystone Resort PUDs). 

C. Incentives for Provision of Housing for On-Site Employees 
To encourage the provision of housing for on-site employees, dwelling units which have been restricted by 
covenant to use as housing for on-site employees in accordance with Section 3809.04.D. below, shall not be 
counted in calculating the density of a development project (including both dwelling units per acre and total floor 
area). 

D. Restrictions on Employee Units 
1. Covenant Required:  Prior to issuance of any building permit for an on-site employee housing unit, a 

covenant restricting the unit to use as housing for on-site employees shall be submitted to the Planning 
Department for review and recordation, except as provided in this section.  On-site employee housing units 
shall be occupied on a long term basis by on-site employees only and shall not be rented on a short term basis 
or rented to the general public under any circumstances, except as provided in this section.  The requirement 
for long term occupancy by on-site employees and other key requirements of this section shall be stated in 
the covenant recorded against an on-site employee housing unit. 

2. Exceptions: 
a. Units for Seasonal Agricultural Labor and Activities:  Where employee housing has been provided 

on a farm or ranch for the purpose of housing harvesting crews, such units need not be restricted to long 
term occupancy but shall not be used for rental to the general public.  Occupancy of such units by hunting 
and fishing permitees shall be allowed. 

E. Removal of Restrictions 
Where a dwelling unit has been restricted by covenant to use as housing for on-site employees, the covenant may 



be removed by mutual consent of the BOCC, the property owner and any lien holder subject to the following 
findings: 
1. The retention of the covenant will result in peculiar and exceptional practical difficulties to or exceptional 

and undue hardship upon the property owner. 
2. If the employee housing unit becomes an unrestricted unit and is added to the unit count in the project, it will 

not cause the project to exceed its density limits. 
F. Caretaker Units for On-Site Caretakers 

Caretaker units are allowed as either a permitted or accessory use in County zoning districts as specified in Figure 
3-2 and may be permitted in a PUD as an allowed use if such use is requested as a part of the creation or 
modification of a PUD per the zoning amendment process.  Caretaker units are also permitted in single-family 
dwelling development in the antiquated zoning districts remaining in effect, including but not limited to the RME 
and R-25 zoning districts.  Caretaker units shall conform to the requirements of this section and the other 
applicable requirements of this Code. 
1. Use of Primary and Caretaker Unit 

a. General:  Caretaker units shall be occupied on a full-time basis for a minimum of six (6) consecutive 
months by relatives or employees of the owner of the property where the unit is located, who provide 
security and/or caretaking services on the property.  Caretaker units shall not be used as guest quarters, 
offered to or used as rental units by the general public, occupied by the property owner, or rented on a 
short-term basis. 

b. Recordation of Covenant:  Approval of a caretaker unit shall include the requirement that the property 
owner record a covenant restricting use of the unit to members of the property owner's family or 
employees of the owner in accordance with this section.  The covenant shall grant enforcement power 
to Summit County. 

2. Location and Design 
a. A-1 Zoning District:  On parcels of 35 or more acres, a caretaker unit may be located in a freestanding 

residence separate from the property owner's residence, may be incorporated into the primary dwelling 
or a garage serving the primary dwelling or may be located in a recreational vehicle, where the 
recreational vehicle is located at least 300 feet from any property line and, where practical, is screened 
from view from any street or highway abutting the property.  On parcels of less than 35 acres, a caretaker 
unit shall be incorporated into the primary dwelling or a garage serving the primary dwelling.  For parcels 
zoned A-1 greater than 20 acres, caretaker units may be established in a manufactured home, provided 
such home meets all state and local standards. 

b. M-1 Zoning District:  A caretaker unit may be located on a parcel in the M-1 Zoning District where an 
active mining operation is being conducted.  The caretaker unit may be located in a freestanding 
residence, or where the mining operation is seasonal, in a recreational vehicle provided the recreational 
vehicle is not located on the property for more than six (6) months each year. 

c. R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4 and R-6, RU, RE or in PUDs That Allow Such Units:  To ensure the single-family 
character of neighborhoods is retained, the following design elements shall be met for caretaker units: 
i. Entrances:  A caretaker unit may have a separate entrance from that of the residence with which it 

is associated, however if the unit is located above a detached garage, an outside stairway shall not 
be allowed in order to preserve the single-family appearance of the neighborhood. 

ii. Roof Lines:  If the caretaker unit is not located within the primary dwelling unit and located above 
the garage then the roof lines shall be similar to the primary dwelling unit’s design in regards to roof 
pitch and roofing materials. 

iii. Building Materials:  The building materials used in conjunction with the additional unit shall be of 
the same type and color scheme as contained in the primary dwelling unit. 

iv. Landscaping:  All parking areas associated with the caretaker unit shall be landscaped to buffer the 
parking area from surrounding land uses, with the final landscaping reviewed and approved on-site 
prior to the issuance of a CO to help mitigate the potential negative visual impacts of the additional 
parking.  Where landscaping is required, a financial guarantee may be required in order to receive a 
CO per the financial guarantee provisions listed in Section 3600. 

v. Detached Garages:  Caretaker units located above detached garages are only allowed on lots equal 
or greater than 20,000 square feet.  A caretaker unit over the garage or barn is allowed only if the 
unit does not extend beyond the basic footprint of such structures.  Cantilevering or extending the 
caretaker unit beyond the footprint of a barn or a garage is not permitted, except for minor 
encroachments outside of the footprint for bay windows, roof eaves, chimneys, and other similar 



appurtenances as may be approved by the Review Authority.  A garage shall not be expanded by a 
storage area, shop or other similar addition to allow for more floor area for the caretaker unit above 
so that the buildings mass and the character of the area is maintained. 

vi. Number of Bedrooms:  The number of bedrooms shall be limited to a maximum of three (3) 
bedrooms. 

vii. Building Form:  Primary structures which include a caretaker unit shall be designed so that the 
exterior resembles a single-family residence and shall not be designed in a manner where the exterior 
resembles a duplex design (i.e., a structure containing two identical, side-by-side dwelling units with 
two entry doors on the front façade). 

3. Number of Units Allowed 
a. A-1 Zoning District:  No more than one (1) caretaker unit shall be permitted for each primary dwelling 

unit allowed. 
b. M-1 Zoning District:  No more than one (1) caretaker unit shall be permitted for each mining operation. 
c. PUD Zoning District:  The number of caretaker units allowed shall be governed by the PUD 

designation, and in no event will the number exceed more than one (1) unit per parcel. 
d. Other Zoning Districts:  In other zoning districts where caretaker units are permitted, no more than one 

(1) caretaker unit shall be permitted on each parcel. 
e. Relationship to Accessory Apartments:  A caretaker unit shall not be allowed on the same parcel as 

an accessory apartment. 
4. Size of Units Allowed 

On parcels of 35 or more acres in the A-1 Zoning District or on parcels of any size in the M-1 Zoning District, 
the size of the caretaker unit is not regulated.  On parcels of less than 35 acres in the A-1 District, and within 
the single family residential zoning districts and PUD Zoning Districts where caretaker units are allowed, a 
caretaker unit shall not exceed 1000 square feet. 

5. Water and Sewer Service 
Prior to approval of a caretaker unit, the property owner shall pay additional water and sewer tap fees and 
charges for a caretaker unit if so required by the supplier of the water and sewer service.  If a well and septic 
system are proposed to serve a caretaker unit, the provisions of Sections 3809.03.E.2 and 3 shall be applied 
to the caretaker unit. 

6. Parking 
Each caretaker unit shall be provided with parking in accordance with County parking requirements (see 
Figure 3-7). 

7. Compliance with Building and Fire Codes 
Where an applicant is requesting a caretaker unit per the provisions of this Code or a PUD and the unit was 
in existence prior to the effective date of this Code, the unit shall be inspected and shall comply with 
applicable requirements of the Building and Fire Codes prior to any Certificate of Occupancy if so required 
by the Review Authority.  Where the caretaker unit is proposed to be built after the effective date of this 
Code, the unit shall be constructed in accordance with the Building and Fire Codes and shall receive a CO 
for the conditional use permit to be valid. 

 


